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For various reasons I don’t seem to have any photos of a Club Meet this year  which show that anyone has actually been up a hill while out with the  Club!    There have been days when hills were climbed but no photos taken and at Boat of Garten the conditions were such that we stayed low level and did a walk of at least 14 miles on the Speyside Way.   My photos of that day make it quite clear we were not on anything resembling a hill so I haven’t included any of them.   At the end of February / beginning of March planned meets were swapped around with Creag nan Gabhar being climbed at the end of February on what turned out to be a good day but no photos have been submitted.  The group that went out on 14th February also for some reason seem to have headed off to Beinn a’ Chuallaich instead of the planned Beinn Each.    There has been another Meet that happened, I think as planned, but there doesn’t  seem to have been any report written.    Several of us were hoping to go out on 26th March but the forecast wasn’t good enough to tempt us out that day but instead 3 of us who had been planning to walk then instead went out the following weekend and had a very pleasant day up Glen Clova doing the circuit above Loch Brandy.   Boat of Garten was actually a very enjoyable weekend and given the wintery conditions it made a big difference having a warm and comfortable base.   There were bright spells on the Saturday but had we attempted to go high the showers would have been more frequent and of snow and the wind gale force.   By Sunday the wind had lessened and the sunny spells were longer lasting and the views of the big hills looking totally white were beautiful.    It turned out to be better than forecast so none of us were geared up to the idea of doing a hill then but instead walked in the Coylumbridge area on the paths leading either to the Lairig Ghru or to Loch an Eilein.
Looking ahead it is looking as if the Coach House, Kirkcowan near Newton Stewart is going to be fully occupied for our Club Summer week in June.   All payment for it has been made and I have been given the directions for finding it which I will e-mail or explain over the phone to those going nearer the time.   Surely over a whole week around midsummer somebody will take a photo showing some Club members actually on a hill??   I know that some have ambitions to climb all the Galloway Corbetts and Len certainly has his sights set on all the Grahams in the area.   I hope there will be photos in the next Newsletter.
Marion has very kindly offered us the use of the house at Laide for a few days during the first half of July and currently it is looking as if 3 of us may manage to go up there from Tuesday 5th – Sunday 10th July.   If anyone else is free then and would like to come too, whether for all or part of the time, let me know.   The house is in an idyllic situation and well placed for any hills between Torridon and Ullapool which includes most of Wester Ross!

As I write this Les and Irene are within a few days of once again setting out on the across Scotland Challenge which takes about a fortnight.   It is looking a bit s if the weather is due to turn cooler just as they start but no rain seems to be forecast so hopefully they will have some reasonable conditions and views even if it is a bit chillier than now. 

Over the Boat of Garten weekend (22nd – 24th April), Len constantly had one eye on his phone as he anxiously awaited news from Bristol where his first grandchild was already several days overdue.    However he and Kay had to wait until 5th May to become grandparents when Ryan Leonard Francis Short finally arrived.    We send the whole family and especially the proud parents, Tanya and Frank, our congratulations and very best wishes.
Jean

